Preventable adverse patient outcomes: a closed claims analysis of respiratory incidents.
Closed claims analysis of adverse anesthesia outcomes was initiated through the AANA Foundation in 1995 to examine adverse outcomes of anesthesia care provided by Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs). A research team of 8 CRNAs using an instrument incorporating more than 150 variables undertook document analyses of closed claim files. All files reviewed involved incidents in which the CRNA named in the policy was potentially involved in the adverse patient outcome. Thirty-eight percent (58/151) of CRNA-related claims involved a respiratory incident as the primary cause of the negative patient outcome. Patient outcomes involving respiratory incidents were more likely to result in death or permanent injury compared with nonrespiratory incidents (P < .01). Reviewers found that respiratory claims were more likely to have involved inappropriate anesthesia management (P < .01), more likely to have involved a lack of vigilance (P < .01), and more likely to have been judged by the reviewer as preventable (P < .01). A higher percentage of respiratory incidents occurred in emergency cases (75% vs 34%, P < .01) and in cases involving general anesthesia (44% vs 17%, P < .01). Adverse respiratory incidents are largely preventable and frequently result in serious patient morbidity and mortality.